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From 222 West State
Michael J. Darcy, CAE, NJLM Executive Director

The Foundation
for a

T

his month the New Jersey
State League of Municipalities continues its centennial
celebration with the 100th Annual
League Conference. As we celebrate
100 years of service to our municipal
members, and as noted in the theme
of our Annual Conference, the
League indeed has a strong foundation and a bright future.

“

As League members
strive to achieve the
bright future ahead,
I hope you will continue
to rely on the programs
and services you have
come to expect from

”

the League brand.

What started in 1917 with 51 members
now provides such valuable benefits and
services that all 565 municipalities choose
to be members of the League. That membership commitment is a cornerstone in the
strong foundation. The League has always,
and will continue to, address the needs and
represent the interests of the great variety
of our members. To the extent we are successful in this mission, it is due in large part
to the effort of local officials joining
together to build that success.
One important way local officials help
build that bright future is through ongoing learning and exchanging ideas. Each
year, thousands of local officials make the
commitment to a bright future when they
participate in the Annual Conference–as
they have for 100 years. Learning the latest solutions can mean new technology,
new laws and regulations, new understandings, and new perspectives.
All of these are found in great measure
at the Annual Conference. Beginning after

Bright Future
page 48 review the summary of what the
Conference offers. And be sure to follow
Conference updates on Twitter at
#njLeague.
Also in this issue of New Jersey Municipalities you will find articles on branding
your municipality. Your League followed
some of this advice as we celebrated this
special year in our history.
As recommended in the articles, we
assembled an anniversary committee to
help guide the year’s efforts and identify
the brand we wanted to project. A special
logo was created to emphasize the 100
year theme and has been deployed via the
web, publications, signs, and, as you will
see, at the Annual Conference.
Reminders of the historic importance of
the League have been issued throughout
the year in installments both in this magazine each month and on a special dedicated web page at NJSLOM.com. There was
a celebration banquet in May, and the
commemoration will be capped off with
an exhibit of artifacts at the 100th Annual
League Conference.
As League members strive to achieve the
bright future ahead, I hope you will continue to rely on the programs and services
you have come to expect from the League
brand. I look forward to seeing you at the
100th Annual Conference. e

Michael Darcy
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NOW
Towns Will Not Be Required to Use Paperless System

DCA Announces
New Electronic Plan
Review System

T

he New Jersey Department of Community Affairs
(DCA) has launched ePlans, a secure web-based electronic system that will streamline and modernize the
State’s plan review process. ePlans eliminates paper-based
building and code review and reduces the amount of time
between plan submission and final approval. As of December
31, 2015, all plans requiring state approval must be submitted through the new system. Hard-copy submissions will no
longer be accepted.

As of December 31, 2015, all plans
requiring state approval must be
submitted through the new system.

will use ePlans to complete the initial review.
Required changes are noted on the files which are sent back
to the applicant, who can re-submit corrected plans electronically, 24/7, from the convenience of any computer.
The review cycle continues until all the regulatory requirements are satisfied and the DCA grants approval for the
plans. This DCA-initiative does not require municipalities to
use ePlans for local plan review.
ePlans provides a number benefits and cost-saving measures
for both communities and the department including:
• 24-hour access to the system from any computer.
• Elimination of the need for paper plans to be printed
and delivered.
• Greater transparency and auditability.
• Reduced turnaround time to review plans.

The Bureau of Construction Project Review within the Division of Codes and Standards reviews and approves plans
from a licensed architect or engineer for all building projects.
When projects apply for a construction or land use permit
requiring drawing plans and other documents, the Bureau

The DCA will host a brief informational webinar on how the
online application and upload process works. To review scheduled webinars and to register, visit the DCA website at
attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7863369979828670465.
Questions regarding ePlans can be directed to 609-292-8134. e

Hackensack & Florham Park

Florham Park and Hackensack have forged effective partnerships with developers to create outstanding live/work/learn/play
environments that are magnets for the employers, investments,
and young professionals needed to prosper and grow.
Florham Park re-zoned 268 acres for mixed-use (residential,
hotel, office, and medical), and revised zoning and ordinances
to adapt to changing market demands. Hackensack adopted a
rehabilitation plan for its Main Street area promoting diverse
land uses, as well as pilot agreements and a tax abatement
ordinance. e

Recipients of NAIOP’s
Public Partner Awards

N

AIOP NJ, the commercial real estate development
association, is presenting the 2015 Public Partner
Awards to Mayor Mark Taylor and the Borough of
Florham Park, and Mayor John P. Labrosse, Jr., City Manager
David Troast, and the City of Hackensack. The awards recognize local champions of development that inspire and
transform communities.
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Want to learn more? Attend the 100th Annual
New Jersey State League of Municipalities
Conference education session:
10:45 a.m., Tuesday, November 19: Repurposing Suburban
Office Spaces.

NOW

Healthiest in State

T

he County Health Rankings &
Roadmaps (CHR&R) program—a
collaboration between the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) and
the University of Wisconsin Population
Health Institute (UWPHI)—educates the
public about factors and outcomes
affecting lifespans in their area.
When most people think about health
and being healthy, the first thing that
comes to mind is medical care. Of course
that’s part of it. But according to RWJF, in a
Culture of Health, health is also connected to
where we live, learn, work, and play.
The Rankings offer health data for nearly all
counties in the nation and allow municipal leaders
to take the pulse of their community’s health. They
include such factors as past and present graduation rates,
smoking rates, obesity, and teen births. The Rankings are
online at countyhealthrankings.org, where communities can
find practical tutorials and action guides to support them in
their own health campaigns.
The sixth annual Rankings lists Hunterdon County as the healthiest in New Jersey, while Cumberland County ranks as the least
healthy. According to the 2015 data, the five healthiest counties,
starting with the healthiest, are: Hunterdon, Somerset, Morris,

Bergen, and Middlesex. The
five counties with the lowest
health outcomes are Cumberland, Atlantic, Camden, Salem, and Essex.
Lisa Scheetz, Director
of Operations/COO
of the Cumberland
Cape Atlantic YMCA
commented on Cumberland County’s steps
toward better health.
“The fact that Cumberland County is consistently ranked the leasthealthy county in New
Jersey seems daunting. But I
see it as motivation. At Live
Healthy Vineland, we’re collaborating with others to expand access to
healthy choices like fresh food and safe outdoor recreation. We’re already seeing some success by
bringing fresh produce into corner stores and creating a wellness council to serve Vineland’s 10,000 students.”
Community coaches with a variety of backgrounds, including
public health, law, social work, urban planning, and hospital
community outreach are available to assist local leaders in their
efforts to improve the health of their community. To request free
guidance from a coach, visit countyhealthrankings.org/contact. e

A Proclamation on Rare
Bone Disease

W

Children and teens who suffer from rare bone disease and their
supporters pose at an F.O.P. Awareness Day at Giants Stadium.
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hen a child with Fibrodysplasia ossificans progressive
(F.O.P.) is injured, his or her body doesn’t heal normally.
Instead, tissue turns to bone. Over time, the child develops
a “second skeleton,” that causes pain and restricts movement. After
15 years of research, the University of Pennsylvania discovered the
gene responsible for causing F.O.P. in 2006. Phase 2 Clinical Trials
are now underway for a drug for F.O.P. These are very exciting times
for all those afflicted with F.O.P., not only in New Jersey and across
the U.S., but worldwide.
The F.O.P. Awareness Campaign has asked all New Jersey Mayors to
adopt a Proclamation and/or Resolution on behalf of continued research
and awareness about F.O.P., and to date, the group has received more
than 400. In addition, all 21 County Freeholder Boards have supported
this initiative and have adopted a Proclamation or a Resolution.
The group hopes to display a book in Washington, D.C., that includes
information about the disease as well as a Proclamation/Resolution
from all New Jersey municipalities.
F.O.P. is a devastating disease that affects roughly 12 children and
young adults in our state. They appreciate your support for this campaign. If you haven’t adopted a Proclamation or a Resolution yet,
please consider this humanitarian request.

Contact Gary Whyte at gwhyte@bonita.com or 973-712-4216 for
more information. e

NOW
Bringing surprising benefits to residents, employers,
and the Borough

Wharton Hosts a
Successful Job Fair
By William J. Chegwidden, Mayor,
& Robin Ghebreal, Community Affairs, Wharton Borough

F

or the past several years Wharton Borough has held a
local job fair. In doing so, we have been able to kill two
birds with one stone.

First, we are helping local businesses fill available positions
and, second, we are helping unemployed residents gain
employment.
Our thought was why not work where you live? The residents would be happy to not have to commute as far, and

they would have a sense of pride in working in their own
community. For the employers, it would cut down on lost
time due to traffic delays, and they would be helping to build
up the town in which they are located.
Our first job fair attracted less than a dozen companies.
Each was looking to fill a few part-time spots or seeking
extra help during the holidays. As time passed and we continued to hold a fair each spring and fall, both the number of
companies and open positions grew.
It was a great thing to build these relationships with our local
businesses. The fairs also gave elected officials the opportunity to
get to know our local business people better, and it was rewarding to play a role in helping our residents. They would come to
the job fair and thank us for trying to help them get ahead.
At our most recent job fair, we hosted 28 companies looking for new employees and close to 250 people came seeking
employment.
We’re planning to continue to hold job fairs for years to
come. The event has helped knit the fabric of our town
together by connecting our residents with local jobs.
It’s incredible how something so simple has managed to
change so many lives. That’s why Wharton embraces “Tradition with Progress.” e

Green Celebration for
Cherry Hill Schools

S
( From Top Left) Denise Diorio McVeigh, Senior Account Manager, Recyclebank; Chuck Cahn, Mayor of Cherry Hill; Maureen Reusche, Superintendent,
Cherry Hill Public Schools, with students and faculty of six Cherry Hill “ Green”
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tudents from six Cherry Hill schools attended a victory
rally in their honor this spring to celebrate their participation in the 2015 Recyclebank Green Schools Program. The schools each received the full amount of funding
they requested through the program, thanks to local residents who donated their Recyclebank Rewards points that
were then converted into dollars to support the project and
school of their choice.
The grants, which totaled $15,162.06—after adding a
matching grant of $500 per school from corporate partner,
Domtar Paper—were presented at the event. Domtar also
presented Henry C. Beck Middle School a pallet of 40 cartons of Sustainable EarthChoice Paper (about 3 months’
worth) for winning the top prize in the Art/Sculpture Category in Recyclebank’s national Green Schools contest. e

