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Meeting
Your Challenges
Head On

A
Back in your
hometowns,
you face a broad
range of issues.
So the Annual
Conference has a
diverse schedule
of topics, making
it a valuable step
in your journey
to find creative
solutions.”

“

4 New Jersey Municipalities

s important as this year’s
elections will be, the problems
we face in our home towns,
in our home state, and in our great
nation won’t magically vanish when
the polls close on November 8.
After the gracious concession
speeches and the jubilant victory
celebrations, we will all need a good
night’s rest. But when our eyes open
early on the morning of November 9,
we will need to refocus on several
pressing concerns.

As we do every November, the New
Jersey municipal family, and indeed
officials from every level of government,
will assemble in Atlantic City to meet
these challenges head on. As local public
servants continue to prove, time after
time, ways will be found to solve the
problems and seize the opportunities
before us; to develop solutions to improve
the lives of our neighbors, friends, and
communities.
As you gather for the 101st Annual
League Conference, set your schedule to
gain the information most important to
address your local challenges: controlling
expenses; optimizing revenue; environmental concerns; contracts and purchasing;
housing; economics; social justice;
technology–and so much more. Back in
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your hometowns, you face a broad range
of issues. So the Annual Conference has
a diverse schedule of topics, making it a
valuable step in your journey to find
creative solutions.
This year the League has added some
creative tools to assist you on your
conference journey. There is the mobile
conference app that provides special
search functions, notifications and
updates, and an interactive map of the
exhibit hall. You can use it to build a
personal schedule to keep you on track
during your busy conference week.
Learn more at the conference web page,
njslom.org/2016conf, or visit this issue’s
Conference Preview (starting on page 71).
The League has also increased its social
media presence to communicate better
with local officials who monitor those
information outlets. To make it easier for
you to focus on your learning, we continue
to work with the Atlantic City Convention
Center with the goal of making your time
there comfortable and enjoyable.
Learning is a lifelong experience, and
an especially fulfilling experience when
learning about something you love. I look
forward to seeing you for a gratifying
experience at the Annual League Conference
this month. e

Michael Darcy

Environmental Resilience

Trash Free Seas
NJCCC Works to Keep Plastic Bags Out of New Jersey
Waterways
By Sandy Huber, Executive Director, New Jersey Clean Communities

A

lthough there is an ongoing campaign to fight litter in New Jersey, we all still see plastic litter
and debris on our streets and beaches, which ultimately finds its way into our waterways and
the Atlantic Ocean.

The New Jersey Clean Communities Council (NJCCC) is
working with Ocean Conservancy in Washington D.C., a nonprofit that supports the “Trash Free Seas” initiative to battle
against ocean trash, considered one of the most serious pollution problems of our time.
The ocean provides us with essentials of life, affecting the air
we breathe, the food we eat, and the water we drink. In New
Jersey, the threat of polluted drinking water has public officials
scrambling to find money to pay for the remake of outdated
wastewater and drinking water systems and looking for innovative ways to keep trash off beaches and out of the water.
Recruiting volunteers and mobilizing local officials remain
paramount initiatives.
The New Jersey Clean Communities Council, a 30-year-old
litter abatement program that provides funding to 558 towns
and 21 counties, is using its resources to remove plastics from
the waste stream. NJCCC is more committed to the effort than
6 New Jersey Municipalities
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ever and continually look for visionary ways in which to
enhance our campaign.

Bags in Brigantine
For example, Brigantine Beach, faced with the chronic
problem of plastic bags that litter its beaches, has used Clean
Communities funds to purchase reusable bags and then found
innovative ways to promote their use.
That city garnered the support of community organizations
such as the Lions Club, Sons of Italy, Elks, Rams football and
cheerleaders, Saint Thomas Catholic Church, and the Brigantine Community Presbyterian Church. To date, 8,000 reusable
bags have been purchased and distributed through this network of tremendous community volunteers.
The city is also using Clean Communities funds for recycling
bins earmarked for the disposal of plastic bags. The bins have
been placed in parking lots adjacent to the beach to help ensure
bags are recycled, rather than discarded and in our waterways.
Above: Beach Bird PASquela, the official Beach Bird of the New
Jersey Clean Communities Council

Trash Free Seas

Joe Campitelli has been
the volunteer Clean Communities Coordinator for
a decade in Brigantine, a
job he inherited from his
father, who passed away
in 2006. Campitelli was
the recipient of a Volunteer Award at the
NJCCC’s awards dinner
in May in Atlantic City.
“Brigantine Clean
Communities is about
people, who make all
the difference in affecting
change,” Campitelli said.
School kids with PASquela the Beach Bird at the annual New Jersey Clean Communities Council Conference
“We reach out to everyone–businesses, community
organizations, schools, and
designed to reduce the number of plastic
forming a subcommittee to create an ordipublic officials. We have mounted a
bags we find on our beaches. And we
nance that would charge a fee for the use
comprehensive outreach program
are making it work.”
of disposable bags at businesses.

Learn from Livingston

Kids are more
in tune with
their environment
than ever before
and they’re happy
to keep their environment clean, and
keep plastic bags
out of the ocean.”

“

The Livingston Recycling and Reclamation Committee was also honored at
the NJCCC awards dinner for a groundbreaking education program aimed at
reducing litter. This community looked
at the problem of disposable carryout
bags and determined that plastic bags
constitute a major form of litter in
Livingston. The committee mounted a
campaign called “The Bag Initiative.”
Committee members reached out to
residents with educational messages about
the economic and environmental effects of
plastic bags on Livingston and the world.
The committee took it a step further by

Year-round Opportunities
New Jerseyans interested in the fight against litter don’t need to wait for
the annual coastal clean-up, as there are programs in municipalities
throughout the state during the entire year. And, for residents who want
to coordinate their own clean-ups, a simple call to NJCCC is all that is
needed to get started.
NJCCC is happy to provide supplies, such as gloves and trash bags, for
any group who wants to coordinate a program anywhere in the state.
It could be a one-time-only event at a local stream, or perhaps an annual
event. No matter the effort, it is all part of the larger cause to keep plastic
bags out of our waterways. Everyone can make a huge difference in
New Jersey just by getting involved.

8 New Jersey Municipalities
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The NJCCC recognized that the
Livingston committee is meeting with
businesses to help them comply with
state and local recycling laws. It is a
model for keeping litter off the ground
and out of the water, and the hope is
that many other municipalities can
emulate this program.
Livingston Deputy Mayor Shawn Klein
said disposable bags are having a dire
effect on our land, water, and air. “It’s
clear that reducing usage accounts for
some of the lowest hanging fruit in our
climate change and clean water battles,”
Klein says. “Livingston, as with all of
New Jersey’s municipalities, needs to
continuously educate residents and
emphasize the damage done by such
disposable products.”

Awesome in Atlantic City
In the fall of 2015, the Clean Communities Council partnered with the
Coca-Cola North America Group and
the City of Atlantic City to create a
plastic water bottle sculpture that would
be a monument to cleaner beaches and a
visual reminder to keep plastics out of
water streams.
The “New Jersey Beach Bird” sculpture
was unveiled during the NJCCC annual
conference, held in May this year, and
is on display at Boardwalk Hall. (Learn
all about it at NJBeachBird.org)

Trash Free Seas

A local driver for this sculpture was
Angela Brooks-Pittman, court typist for
the City of Atlantic City’s Department
of Public Works. She is also the city’s
Clean Communities Coordinator, who
was able to collect 20,000 recycled
water bottles to build the sculpture.
“Yes, that’s a lot of water bottles, but
it immediately spurred us into action by
engaging the city’s public schools,”
Brooks-Pittman recalled. She emailed
the principals, the superintendent, and
the teachers with the idea that the city
would award a prize to whichever
schools collected the most bottles.
Having volunteered closely with the
NJCCC since 2006, Brooks-Pittman has
developed a rapport with the city and
the schools, ensuring as many stakeholders as possible are involved in the city’s
clean-up efforts.
In working with the schools, BrooksPittman says the goal is to reach out
to many students so they can pass the

knowledge on to their parents and caregivers: “You start with the children, get
them excited, and then they take it home
to the parents and now they’re doing it.
That’s how you get this work done and
change the culture.”
So, are her efforts helping to change
the culture?
One step at a time, Brooks-Pittman says.
“More and more I see students go out
of their way to find a trash can and find
a recycling can instead of tossing trash
on the ground,” she says. “Kids are
more in tune with their environment
than ever before and they’re happy to
keep their environment clean, and keep

plastic bags out of the ocean.”
Data collected from Ocean Conservancy’s
International Coastal Cleanup, which
takes place every September in New
Jersey and along the East Coast, categorizes the types of litter picked up.
Cigarette butts and food wrappers
remain the most prevalent forms of litter, yet plastics may be the most dangerous to animals and the environment.
Each year, volunteers pull thousands of
plastic beverage containers, bottle caps,
plastic bags, and plastic grocery bags
from the Jersey Shore. e
Learn more at NJCCC.org

The NJCCC’s New Jersey Beach Bird sculpture will
be on display at the League Conference. Stop by for
a visit at its home in the Atrium of the Atlantic City
Convention Center throughout the event.

November 2016
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Now &Then
NJLM Conference: Still Striving

I

n 1993, the decade was still young and municipal
governments were dealing with a variety of issues
and journeying to the 78th Annual Conference to
connect with other officials and gear up with new tools
to deal with their challenges. The conference theme that
year was “Targeting Municipal Goals for the 90’s.”

This year, the focus isn’t so far off, “Meeting the Challenges
of Municipal Government.” We’re still striving to provide
the best experience and furnish attendees with all of the
contacts and information they need to make life better for
their constituents.
Some of the sessions offered in 1993 may seem familiar, like
Workforce Development, Police Community Relations, and
Affordable Housing. These were described in the pages of NJ
Municipalities in full detail as a planning tool for the optimum
November conference experience. This month, our preview has
been streamlined, providing highlights of specific events and

sessions, as well as all the basic information
you need to get your schedule prepped.
The program preview also includes a
guide to our new app, which is ready to
Amy Spiezio
download onto your personal devices, actManaging Editor
ing as a program and planner in one. The
app offers full course descriptions, session schedules, interactive maps, exhibitor guides, and more that can be put into a
schedule and synced on all of your devices.
And while the Conference is in the heart of our planning this
fall, we also have an eye on timeless issues in the works, such
as our focus, Environmental Resilience. And don’t miss our
exclusive insights from Gov. Chris Christie and Senate President Steve Sweeney as they provide two different approaches
to the school funding issue that promises to impact municipalities for years to come.
Please stop by the NJ Municipalities magazine booth by the
Exhibit Hall entrance to say hello and let us know your ideas
for future articles and issues! e

Time Capsule: 1993
A Clean City Depends on Cooperation
Between Its Citizens and Government
“Citizens have not only learned the importance of
caring for the environment through litter preventions
and the proper handling of solid waste; but in 1992,
Clifton achieved a 59% recycling rate, exceeding
the Governor’s recycling goal by 14% and the City
reduced solid waste to the landfills by 7,000 tons.”
–Alfred J. Du Bois Jr., Clifton Recycling and Clean Communities Coordinator

State Revamping Clean Water Program
78th Annual League
Conference
The 78th Annual League Conference’s theme was Targeting Municipal Goals for the 90’s, and the event
offered dozens of meetings on many
current topics of concern.
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“Although clean, safe water is easy to
take for granted as we routinely watch
it flow into our sinks and bathtubs,
the effort expended by both the DEPE
and the regulated community in
protecting this indispensable resource
is considerable.”
–John Laurita, Supervising Environmental
Specialist, Division of Water Quality, Department of Environmental Protection and Energy

