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From 222 West State
Michael J. Darcy, CAE, NJLM Executive Director

A State with Something
for Everyone

N

o matter what your
interests or recreational
preferences, you will find
what you’re looking for right here
in our Garden State.

“

As the Crossroads

of the Revolution and
the cradle of American
innovation, no other
state can match our
historical sites, memorials,
living history museums,

”

and artifact displays.

When we start talking about our home
state, folks from far and wide immediately
think about the sun, the surf, and the
silky sand of the Jersey Shore. As well
they should! Our 130 miles of ocean
frontage have hosted more fun-seekers
for more years than any other beachhead in
America. A typical day on our boardwalks can begin with a leisurely bike ride
in the quiet of daybreak and continue
into the carnival cacophony of a tilt-awhirl night. And don’t forget about our
sports fisheries. From surfcasters to party
boats to charters, there is no thrill like
hooking a battling blue or a surging
striper and struggling to wrestle him in.
How about our performing arts venues?
From Appel Farms in Elmer to the
Women’s Theater Company at Lake
Hiawatha and everywhere in between,
you are able to experience the best in
music, dance, theater, and song.
If it’s hiking and camping you seek, look
no farther than the lengthy roster of our
state, county, or municipal parks. You
will also find world-class animal and bird
watching locations (New Jersey is the
crossroads of the Atlantic Flyway) and
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fresh water fishing opportunities galore.
And the view from atop Mount Tammany
on a clear day is one you will never forget.
As the Crossroads of the Revolution
and the cradle of American innovation,
no other state can match our historical
sites, memorials, living history museums,
and artifact displays. We are home to a
former hotel shaped like an elephant and
an Iowa Class Battleship that will host
over-night stays by youth groups. In
New Jersey, you will find arboretums
and gardens, wineries and vineyards,
amusement and water parks, lighthouses,
aquariums, and some of the world’s most
mouth-watering culinary experiences.
But wait, that’s not all. Guess which
State you’d want to visit to find the
longest running weekly rodeo in these
United States? (The Cowtown Rodeo in
Pilestown, NJ)
All that fun and all those opportunities
mean a lot to the economy of our state
and of our municipalities. That is why we
made travel and tourism the focus of this
issue of New Jersey Municipalities. In this
issue, as in our State, we think there’s
something for everyone. e

Michael Darcy

Now &Then
So Much To See, And Do

I

nhabitants of the cradle of liberty, New Jersey’s
municipalities have always had a strong
connection with the past and an understanding
of how reflecting on the State’s rich history can
boost civic pride and help shape the future, too.
Cities like Lambertville tap into their heritage with events
such as Shad Fest and a smart infrastructure in place to welcome visitors to the cozy village’s shops, sites, and restaurants.
Heritage tourism is something to explore now, and lessons can
be learned from the excitement about and commitment to big
events during the Bicentennial celebrations discussed in the
December 1976 issue of NJ Municipalities magazine.

Taking the past and updating it for the
future isn’t a new concept either, as
Hoboken turned its former factories into
affordable housing near the end of the 20th
century, just as South Orange is today
Amy Spiezio
exploring ways to create in-town options to
Managing Editor
provide affordable, non-car-dependent housing options to retain the community’s age diversity.
This month’s issue also reflects the same commitment on the
League’s part to help municipalities that was so important 40
years ago. Members attend the 2016 League Conference and
discover ever-improving education while connecting with vendors that can inspire their efforts into the future. e

Time Capsule: December 1976
The Festival of The 10 Crucial Days
“The events of those ten days turned the tide of the
American Revolution from defeat and despair to hope
and victory….We in New Jersey intend to demonstrate
to the nation how proud we are of that heritage.”
–Former Governor Robert B. Meyner, chairman of the
New Jersey Bicentennial Commission

The League Spirit in the
Bicentennial Year
Hoboken Transforms Abandoned Factory Into
Moderate Income Housing Complex
“Clock Tower is a dramatic accomplishment and a
classic example of what can be done with the abandoned
resources of our cities. In order for the older core cities
to survive, the must reclaim their abandoned buildings,
including their factories. This project demonstrates that
a new residential environment can be created and revive
an inner-city neighborhood.”
–Steve Cappiello, then-Mayor, Hoboken
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In this Bicentennial Year, we are constantly reminded of our national heritage
and past accomplishments as patriots in a
new and untamed frontier….For local
government officials in New Jersey, our nation’s two hundredth
birthday symbolizes the beginning of a new and challenging era.
The burdens of conducting local government have grown heavier
upon the shoulders of local officials. Caught between the demands
of a service oriented public and the State’s fiscal crunch, local
governments are relying more and more on the New Jersey State
League of Municipalities for guidance and direction.
–Robert H. Fust, then-NJLM Executive Director

DON’T GET STUCK
IN THE ROUGH
Swing for the green with
New Jersey’s Clean Energy Program.

NOW
sioners for the protection of this vital resource. Beginning in
2005, he served as a Trustee of Morris Tomorrow, leading
high-level policy discussions on issues affecting Morris County. He served on the Morris County Open Space Commission,
as well as the Morris County Community Development Block
Grant Committee. He also served on the Advisory Board for
the United States Green Buildings Council of New Jersey.
Mayor Ondish served his fellow Morris County elected offifter a long, determined, and courageous battle with
cials
as President, Vice President, and Member At Large of
cancer, Mount Arlington Mayor and League Past
the
Morris
County League of Municipalities. And, he served
President Arthur R. Ondish passed away on March 8.
all
New
Jersey
municipal officials, beginning in 2007, as an
During his years of involvement with the League of Municiactive
member
of the State League’s Executive Board. He was
palities, throughout his 20 years in elective office in Mount
elected,
by
his
colleagues
in local government, to be a Vice
Arlington, and for the whole of his adult life, no job was too
President,
and
in
November,
2011, to lead the NJLM as Presbig and no opportunity to serve too small for Mayor Ondish.
ident
during
2012.
In
that
capacity,
he shepherded the League
Born in Denville on June 26, 1965, to Joyce and the late
during
and
in
the
immediate
aftermath
of Superstorm
George Ondish, the Mayor was a lifelong resident of Mount
Sandy–acting
as
our spokesman and
Arlington, with deep roots dating
as
our
chief
liaison
with State and
back to the late 1930s, when his
Federal
Emergency
Management
grandparents built a summer home
League Executive Director Michael
officers
and
agencies,
with the Govon Bertrand Island. His parents purDarcy spoke for us all, saying, “Art
ernor’s
Office
and
State
Executive
chased a home on the Island in the
will
be
greatly
missed
by
all
of
us
who
Branch
Department
leaders,
with
1950s and were volunteers in the
State
and
Federal
Legislators,
and
benefited from his warm friendship,
Borough for over 30 years. Art and
with
electric,
gas
and
telecommunihis two brothers were raised in that
good counsel, and passion for life.”
cations utilities.
house until 1992, when he made a
ALWAYS
SERVING He served–in
big move across the street. Since that
many
cases,
as
Chairman–on
the
League’s
Legislative Commove, he has lived there with his wife, Yvonne. Art loved
mittee,
Resolutions
Committee,
the
New
Jersey
Public Works
Bertrand Island!
Advisory
Committee,
as
President
of
the
League’s
EducationALWAYS IMPROVING Art was involved in many different
al
Foundation
and
on
our
100th
Anniversary
Planning
Comorganizations locally and state wide and always sought ways
mittee.
He
was
a
founding
member
of
the
Mayors
Committee
to improve the Borough. He was Mayor for 13 years, workfor a Green Future, helping that initiative to evolve into Susing in his fourth term. Art was an elected councilman for six
tainable
Jersey. He personally oversaw many aspects of the
years prior, three of those years as Council President. He
Mayors
Book
Club for the Educational Foundation. He cooversaw many improvements in the Borough of Mount
chaired,
with
League
Board Member and Somerdale Mayor
Arlington, and his service to his community will be appreciatGary
Passanante,
our
Y2K Preparedness Task Force. He also
ed for many years to come. Mayor Ondish distinguished himco-chaired,
with
League
Past President and Elizabeth Mayor
self for his environmental stewardship, while dealing with
Chris
Bollwage,
our
Community
Development Block Grant
every aspect of municipal government, including the Office of
Protection
Committee.
Emergency Management, Emergency Planning Committee,
Mayor Ondish was employed at JCP&L for 20 years, leavand Public Safety Director.
ing
to work for an Engineering Firm for almost five years and
He was a founding member of the Raritan Highlands Comthen
working for PSE&G in June of 2012. He was happily
pact–an organization created to preserve the Raritan Wateremployed
there as a Regional Public Affairs Manager.
shed and to develop multi-municipal strategies to promote
He
is
survived
by, and often expressed his gratitude for, his
watershed management. He received a gubernatorial appointdevoted
wife,
Yvonne.
He also leaves behind his mother,
ment and served as Chairman of the Lake Hopatcong ComJoyce,
two
brothers,
Robert
and John and his wife, Debra,
mission for over five years, where it was his duty to develop
and
many
nieces,
nephews,
and
close friends. e
consensus among federal, state, county, and local Commis-

A Leader and a Friend…
League Mourns Passing
Of Mayor Art Ondish

A

I
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Fighting
Flooding
Municipalities Connect to Develop Coastal Resilience Plan

T

he National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) has awarded New
Jersey a nearly $900,000 Regional
Coastal Resilience Grant to help communities in 15 municipalities in northeastern Monmouth County develop a
regional plan to address the impacts

of coastal hazards and storm surge.
The planning project, called New
Jersey Fostering Regional Adaptation
through Municipal Economic Scenarios (NJ FRAMES), partners the
Department of Environmental Protection’s Coastal Management Program
with the Jacques Cousteau National
Estuarine Research Reserve (JC
NERR), the Louis Berger Group, the
Rutgers Climate Institute, and the
Borough of Oceanport as the representative of the Two River Council
of Mayors.

Communities Cooperating NJ
FRAMES will build upon the cooperation of 15 communities in eastern
Monmouth County, which comprise
the Two Rivers Council of Mayors
and other adjacent communities. The
mayors of these communities seek to
take a regional approach to hazard
mitigation by coordinating regional

projects that build on existing protections in each of their towns: Eatontown, Fair Haven, Highlands, Little
Silver, Long Branch, Middletown, Monmouth Beach, Ocean Township,
Oceanport, Red Bank, Rumson, Sea
Bright, Shrewsbury Borough, Tinton
Falls and West Long Branch.
For this project, the partners will use
a scenario-based approach to help the
Two Rivers Council determine and
understand the range of costs and benefits of planning resiliency decisions in
communities surrounding the
Navesink and Shrewsbury rivers.
Using a vigorous public stakeholder
process that includes
the visions of the
involved communities,
the NJ FRAMES project is expected to produce a plan identifying independent and
regional measures that
maximize efforts to
improve resiliency.
“Addressing flooding
hazards for New Jersey’s coastal communities is
a critical component
of the Christie Administration’s plans to
enhance flood resiliency statewide,”
said DEP
“This project is an outstanding
opportunity for all of our towns to
coordinate and directly engage local
residents and business owners in order
to create a regional plan that will
allow us to become physically,
economically, and socially more
resilient,” said Oceanport Mayor Jay
Coffey.
“This award is thrilling for the Two
Rivers Council of Mayors,” said Two
Rivers Council Chairman Donald
Burden, who also is Mayor of
Shrewsbury. “As we are faced with the
increasing likelihood of severe weather
and repetitive flooding within the
Navesink and Shrewsbury River
Basin, these are the type of projects we
need to implement in order to make
informed decisions when planning for
the future. Undoubtedly, our taxpayers

will be the primary beneficiaries of this
critical regional planning effort.” e
For more information about
NOAA’s Coastal Resilience Grants
Program, please visit:
https://coast.noaa.gov/resilience-grant/
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A Year in Space, a View of West Orange

I

n Mayor Robert Parisi’s 2016 address to the Chamber of
Commerce, he noted that “West Orange’s own, Astronaut
Scott Kelly, will return from his year in space and eventually make his way back for a visit to his hometown and to
share his experiences with us.”

During the astronaut’s year in space, he became not only the
longest stay at the International Space Station, but also the
creator of the longest-distance image of West Orange, featuring images of the tiny metropolis on his Twitter account this
summer. Back on planet Earth, Kelly will continue with the
mission as he is compared to his twin brother Mark, also an
astronaut, to gauge the long-term effects of space travel on
the body in preparation for future extended space travel
While Kelly no longer resides in the Garden State, he maintains local connections, which will be easier for him now that
he is based on Earth e
Scott Kelly’s view of West Orange. Photo Credit: NASA

Picture Your Town

Milestone:
North Wildwood

N

orth Wildwood celebrated its 130th Anniversary in
2015.

To mark the occasion, the Council established June 3 as
“Anglesea Day,” Anglesea being the original name of the city
when it was founded in 1885.

The City also celebrated the anniversary and planned a number of activities and events for June 3, including the unveiling
of the City’s first Historical Marker, which is part of a walking tour for which the city plans to have approximately 20
markers when completed.
Historical records and artifacts were
also placed on display, and three
previously unnamed alleys were given
names, dedicated to three past mayors. A guest speaker was in attendance to outline the City’s records
conservation and preservation
efforts.–TS e
Is your town marking a milestone in
a creative way? Send over your story
and a picture to Taran Samhammer,
tsamhammer@njslom.org, for potential inclusion in an upcoming issue.
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N

ew Jersey State League of Municipalities and NJ
Municipalities magazine have launched “Around the
State,” a new project that will feature snapshots of
New Jersey’s municipalities at their best and most beautiful.

Utilizing social media and the award-winning print publication, Around the State is an invitation for municipalities to
show off their most magic moments, including special events
and programs; beautiful sites and monuments, from public
art to pretty street scenes; and meaningful moments captured
from your municipality’s daily life.
Send your photos with a brief description (25 words or less)
to Taran Samhammer at tsamhammer@njslom.org and we’ll
share them at the NJLM Facebook page, with one photo
highlighted each month in the new Around the State feature
in the NJ Now section of NJ Municipalities magazine. Please
include “Facebook” in the subject line and let us know your
Facebook page if you’d like us to tag you in the posting.
For inclusion in Facebook, the photograph should be crisp
and clear. For publication in NJ Municipalities, the image file
size should be at least 300k. By submitting a photo, you
acknowledge that you took the photo, own the rights, and
give NJLM permission to post to social media and/or the
magazine.
While we may not be able to post every photo we receive,
please feel free to send in as much as you like. e

