New Jersey League of Municipalities
Legislative Bulletin

No. 5 2010-2011 LEGISLATIVE SESSION November, 2011

THE FOLLOWING BILLS WERE ENACTED AS THE PUBLIC LAWS OF 2011:

Chapter 75 S-114 6/17/2011
Allows municipalities to provide free or reduced fee beach badges to active military and NJ National Guard
personnel.
Chapter 77 S-2541 6/21/2011
Enhances penalty for killing police dog or dog engaged in search and rescue efforts.
Chapter 78 S-2937 6/28/2011
Makes various changes to pension and health care benefits for public employees.
Chapter 79 S-2959 6/28/2011
Repeals requirement that public employers provide certain health benefit plans to public employees.
Chapter 86 S-483 7/1/2011

Expands availability of general development plan approvals and long-term vesting of preliminary and final site
plan approvals in Smart Growth areas.
Chapter 99 S-2895 8/17/2011
Appropriates $23 million from "2009 Farmland Preservation Fund™ and "Garden State Farmland Preservation
Fund” for planning incentive grants to municipalities for farmland preservation purposes.

Chapter 108 S-1882 8/18/2011
Provides standards and procedures for museum to acquire title to property that is on loan to museum but has not
been claimed by lender for period of time.

Chapter 110 S-1924 8/18/2011
“Anti-Snow Dumping Act"; prohibits commercial snowplow operators on private property from depositing
snow in public roads, streets, and highways or on public lands.

Chapter 122 S-2974 8/24/2011
Extends moratorium on the imposition of Statewide non-residential development fees; requires return of fees
paid subsequent to June 30, 2010.
Chapter 134 A-3777 9/26/2011
Eliminates separate presidential primary election; provides for delegates and alternates to political party
national conventions to be elected at regular June primary election.
Chapter 135 A-1471 9/30/2011

Makes sundry changes to taxicab laws.




A = Approved By the League
O = Opposed By the League
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A* = Conditional Support
O* = Conditional Opposition
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A-2066

Wagner, Connie

Requires all elected or appointed local government officers to
receive ethics training.

*The provision that would penalize tax payers, rather than
the responsible officials must be removed.

Assembly
Housing and
Local
Government
Committee

A-3149/S-3073

Carroll, Michael
Patrick
Bucco, Anthony M.

"Property Tax Reduction Work Act"; permits local units to
recruit residents to perform services in return for property tax
vouchers.

Unmanagable and does not provide a mechanism to fund the
difference created by the school and county credit.

Assembly
Housing and
Local
Government
Committee

A-3300/S-3686/
S-1188

Scalera, Frederick

Establishes that board of fire commissioners provide
emergency medical services to areas encompassing each fire
district.

Could displace volunteers and discourage volunteerism.

Assembly
Homeland
Security and
State
Preparedness
Committee

A-3448

Johnson, Gordon M.

Increases number of constables that may be appointed by
municipal governing body from 50 to 75.

Assembly Law
and Public Safety
Committee

A-3677

Schroeder, Robert
Dancer, Ronald S.

Requires removal of equipment and markings on certain used
emergency vehicles.

Assembly
Homeland
Security and
State
Preparedness
Committee

A-3715

Rumana, Scott T.
O'Scanlon, Declan J.,
Jr.

Requires fire districts to establish minimum of three shared
service agreements with other fire districts, and to outline
agreements in annual budget.

Would mandate shared services even if they resulted in
increased costs.

Assembly
Housing and
Local
Government
Committee

A-3786

Bramnick, Jon M.

Establishes a municipal court conditional dismissal program for
certain first-time offenders.

Already in place.

Assembly
Judiciary
Committee

A-3846/A-4253/
S-2749

Rudder, Scott
Delany, Patrick

Establishes crime of using blue lights or other insignia on
vehicle to impersonate law enforcement authority.

Redundant.

Assembly Law
and Public Safety
Committee
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A-3976/S-965

Wisniewski, John S.

Requires party bidding on, or performing, a State contract to
provide employee health care benefits.

Will increase contract cost to municipalities. It will also be
difficult to enforece and administer.

Assembly State
Government
Committee

A-3996/S-1690

Rible, David P.
Schroeder, Robert

Raises maximum eligibility age for exempt fireman certificates
and membership in New Jersey State Firemen's Association.

Assembly Law
and Public Safety
Committee

A-4086

Barnes, Peter J., 11l

Creates a civil cause of action for stalking.

Assembly
Judiciary
Committee

A-4088/S-2836

Rumana, Scott T.
Angelini, Mary Pat

Establishes measures to improve transparency and
accountability of regional authorities of this State; enhances
oversight of those authorities by Governor and State
Comptroller.

Allows unnecessary State intrusion on local affairs.

Assembly State
Government
Committee

A-4114/S-2956

Coughlin, Craig J.

Allows all municipalities to sell and lease unneeded public
property for "urban™ farming and gardening purposes.

Assembly
Housing and
Local
Government
Committee

A-4117

Rible, David P.

Clarifies manner of delivery of certain notices pursuant to
"Hotel and Multiple Dwelling Law."

Assembly
Housing and
Local
Government
Committee

A-4124

Cryan, Joseph

Prohibits distribution of campaign materials at any facility
owned, maintained, operated or leased by unit of local
government.

Free speech issues.

Assembly State
Government
Committee

A-4151/S-2926

Rumpf, Brian E.
Gove, DiAnne C.

Permits local government units to increase service charge
imposed for check payments returned for insufficient funds.

Request that the municipality be able to charge
Administrative fees for return checks.

Assembly
Housing and
Local
Government
Committee

A-4166

Wagner, Connie

Permits primary elections to be conducted by mail.

Too great an opportunity for fraud.

Assembly State
Government
Committee

A-4187

Dancer, Ronald S.

Establishes exemption for solar panel installation in certain
wetland areas on farmland.

Public expects that wetlands should be protected; bad
precedent.

Assembly
Agriculture and
Natural
Resources
Committee



http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/BIO.asp?Leg=160
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A-4191

DeAngelo, Wayne P.

Establishes safety zone speed control device pilot program.

Assembly
Transportation,
Public Works and
Independent
Authorities
Committee

A-4193

Casagrande, Caroline

Limits use and supplemental compensation for certain leave.

Approve: However, discipline sections usurp management
authority.

Assembly State
Government
Committee

A-4222

Stender, Linda

Requires local public contracts to contain provision for
renegotiation upon key construction material's price change
based on recognized industry price index.

Difficult to administer and budget for contractor.

Assembly
Housing and
Local
Government
Committee

S-2422

Turner, Shirley K.
Sacco, Nicholas J.

Modifies provisions of municipal ordinance requiring bond or
other security from landlord.

Assembly
Housing and
Local
Government
Committee

S-2837

Stack, Brian P.
Oroho, Steven V.

Requires certain State oversight of budgets of regional
sewerage authorities.

Local unit that is the appointing authority should have
control over the budget.

Senate State
Government,
Wagering,
Tourism &
Historic
Preservation
Committee

S-2839

Weinberg, Loretta

Extends "whistleblower" protections to employee disclosure of
governmental mismanagement, waste and abuse.

While we support DIGS oversight of the budget the local unit
that is the appointing authority shoul have control over the
budget.

Senate
Committee with
Amendments,
2nd Reading

S-2848

Van Drew, Jeff

Permits production and sale of certain foods from unlicensed
home kitchens.

Risks public’s health for private gain.

Senate Health,
Human Services
and Senior
Citizens
Committee

S-2862

Turner, Shirley K.

Requires municipal clerk to publish holiday and emergency
information on Internet site or in local newspaper.

Unfunded mandate re: fees for publication.

Senate
Community and
Urban Affairs
Committee

S-2929
Whelan, Jim
Van Drew, Jeff

Permits veteran's property tax deduction for tax year when
veteran was previously qualified to receive deduction and
became owner of real property after October 1 of pretax year.

Senate Budget
and
Appropriations
Committee



http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/BIO.asp?Leg=279
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/BIO.asp?Leg=279
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/BIO.asp?Leg=278
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/BIO.asp?Leg=47
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/BIO.asp?Leg=140
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/BIO.asp?Leg=306
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/BIO.asp?Leg=281
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/BIO.asp?Leg=260
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/BIO.asp?Leg=299
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/BIO.asp?Leg=47
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/BIO.asp?Leg=301
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/BIO.asp?Leg=299
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S-2949

Van Drew, Jeff
Stack, Brian P.

Requires municipalities to submit economic growth plans to
DCA for approval of continued participation in the urban
enterprise zone program.

Senate Economic
Growth
Committee

S-2976/A-4232

Turner, Shirley K.

Authorizes public access to government records through
government website.

Senate State
Government,
Wagering,
Tourism &
Historic
Preservation
Committee

S-2996/S-4261

Connors, Christopher
J.

Requires certain documentation as proof of voter identity to
vote; updates procedures for challenging voters regarding proof
of identity.

Has the effect of suppressing the vote of poor and disabled.

Senate State
Government,
Wagering,
Tourism &
Historic
Preservation
Committee

S-3042

Kean, Sean T.
Ciesla, Andrew R.

Permits price adjustments in local public contracts for copper.

Only benefits the contractor.

Senate
Community and
Urban Affairs
Committee

S-3078

Gordon, Robert M.

Allows municipalities to use open space trust funds for
purchase of flood-prone properties.

2" Reading

TWO *MUST HAVE” UPDATED PUBLICATIONS FROM THE LEAGUE

2011-2012 NEWLY ELECTED OFFICIALS HANDBOOK

Whether you are a veteran or newly elected Mayor or Councilmember, the 2011-2012 Edition provides you with the basic
information you need as you carry our your new duties. It contains an updated directory of League Services, a guide to
Titles 40 and 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated. An

up-to-the-minute listing of State Agencies and our Legislative Priorities. Make this NEW edition a MUST SEE!

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PRIMER — 7" EDITION

NJLM has compiled this 7" Edition to continue providing an updated informational, comprehensive resource to New
Jersey municipalities in sustaining and building their economic base.

If you have any questions, you can call Becky Wright at (609) 695-3481 or e-mail bwright@njslom.com
You can also go to our website at: www.njslom.org and click on Publications for a complete listing of books in our library
and an order form.
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Send us your request for the Assembly/Senate Bills you have checked above

Click Here to Submit Your Request
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