Rapid Assessment Grant Program
The purpose of this grant is to fund Preliminary Assessments for sites that are owned by either a municipality, a not-for-profit or an educational organization, that are not otherwise eligible for other funding.  This is a quick action, rapid response grant as the funds are required to be expended by September 30, 2008.  As a result, the following guidelines detail the project:

· All activities, deliverables and invoices need to be completed and submitted to the Office of Smart Growth by September 15, 2008.  NO EXCEPTIONS! Work must begin within 15 days of approval. If work is not completed and invoices not received by that date, we will be unable to fund the work!
· The site needs to be in a smart growth area or a redevelopment area.

· All barriers related to site access, liability issues and any other obstacle to beginning the assessment process need to be addressed prior to application.  Submit proof of site access with the application. 

· The governing body (in the case of a municipality) or authorized signer or board (in the case of a not-for-profit or educational organization) must support the assessment of the property.

· The site will be cleared through USEPA by the Office of Smart Growth; it cannot be a Superfund or RCRA site. 

· The environmental professional must have experience in Preliminary Assessments and must complete the deliverables in accordance with the NJDEP’s technical regulations.  

· The site must not qualify for other state remediation grants. 

· The applicant must commit to best efforts to move the assessment quickly through the process. 

· The applications will be reviewed and approved, if appropriate, on a first come, first served basis.

The application for the grant must be submitted through SAGE, the grant management system for the Department of Community Affairs; it will be on the system on or about May 1.  If you are interested in applying for this grant, please email drendeiro@dca.state.nj.us so that you can get a jump start on the requirements. 
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