EXECUTI VE ORDER NO. 119

WHEREAS, it is a priority of this admnistration to
restore public trust and confidence in governnent; and

WHEREAS, it is inperative that public officials at al
| evel s of governnment earn and nmaintain the confidence of the
peopl e they represent; and

VWHEREAS, those serving in State, county, nunicipal, and
other local government units hold positions of public trust
that require adherence to the highest ethical standards of
honesty and integrity; and

VWHEREAS, public officials should not engage in any
conduct that violates the public trust or creates an
appear ance of inpropriety; and

WHEREAS, the current |ocal government ethics |laws were
first adopted in 1991, and since that time there has not
been a thorough review of the efficacy of those |aws, nor
any conprehensive study of the need for anmendnents thereto;
and

WHEREAS, to the extent appropriate, ethical standards
should be applied consistently to simlarly situated
officials in order to pronote respect for those standards
and provide for their enforcenent; and

WHEREAS, persons serving in governnent should have the
benefit of clear and consistent standards, anple training
opportunities, and an effective conpliance programto assi st
in guiding their conduct; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to create a body wth
experience and expertise in |ocal gover nance, | ocal
governnment ethics, and the procurenent of goods and services
by local units to study the experience of l|ocal units under

the local governnent ethics |laws and nake recomendations



regarding anendnents to those | aws, i ncl udi ng whet her
enforcenment responsibility should be shifted from the Loca
Finance Board to a different body solely focused on
gover nment et hi cs;

NOW THEREFORE, |, JON S. CORZINE, Governor of the
State of New Jersey, by virtue of the authority vested in ne
by the Constitution and by the Statutes of this State, do
her eby ORDER and DI RECT:

1. There is hereby established the CGovernor’s Local
Government Et hics Task Force (“Task Force”).

2. The Task Force shall be conposed of 11 individuals
with expertise in |ocal governance, |ocal governnment ethics,
and the procurenent of goods and services by local units.
Menbers will be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of
t he Governor. The Task Force nenbership shall include one
i ndi vidual who shall be appointed by the Governor upon the
recommendation of the President of the Senate, one
i ndi vidual who shall be appointed by the Governor upon the
recommendation of the Senate Mnority Leader, one individual
who shall be appointed by the Governor upon the
recommendation of the Speaker of the Assenbly, and one

i ndi vi dual who shall be appointed by the Governor upon the

recommendation of the Assenbly Mnority Leader. The
Governor shall select from anong all of the menbers the
chai rperson of the Task Force. The nmenbers shall serve

W t hout conpensati on.
3. The Task Force shall organi ze as soon as
practicable after the appointnment of a majority of its

menbers.



4. The Task Force is charged with studying and making
recommendations regarding the need for amendnents to the
| ocal government ethics laws and whether enforcenent
responsibility should be shifted from the Local Finance
Board to a different body that 1is solely focused on
gover nment et hi cs. The Task Force also shall consider and
make reconmendations concerning how to inplenment a training
and conpliance program for |ocal governnent ethics.

5. The Task Force shall be authorized to call wupon
any departnent, office, division, or agency of this State to
supply it with any information or other assistance avail able
as the Task Force deens necessary to discharge its duties
under this Order. Each departnent, office, division, or
agency of this State is hereby required, to the extent not
inconsistent with law, to cooperate fully with the Task
Force within the limts of its statutory authority and to
furnish the Task Force with such assistance on as tinely a
basis as is necessary to acconplish the purposes of this
O der. The Task Force may consult with experts or other
know edgeabl e individuals in the public or private sector on
any aspect of its mssion.

6. The Task Force may report to the Governor from
time to tine and shall issue a final report to the Governor
no later than 10 nonths from the date of +the first
organi zational neeting. The final report shall include the
Task Force’s recommendations. The Task Force shall expire

upon the issuance of its final report.

7. Any reports of the Task Force shall be provided to

the Legi slature and shall be nmade avail able to the public.



8. This Order shall take effect inmediately.

G VEN, under ny hand and seal

this 24th day of
Sept enber, Two  Thousand
and Eight, and of the
| ndependence of t he
United States, the Two
Hundr ed and Thirty-
Thi rd.

/s/ Jon S. Corzine

Gover nor

[ seal ]

Attest:
/s/ EBEdward J. MBride, Jr.

Chi ef Counsel to the Gover nor



